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SERMON, G. 


I T IMOTHY, 4 Crap. e 1 


AER HRE D UNTO THYSELF AND UNTO' THY 
DOCTRINE; CONTINUE IN THEM: FOR IN 2 
_ DOING THIS THOU SHALT BOTH' SAVE 
THYSELF, AND THEM THAT HEAR 
„ «ns 


TI defign of Chriſtianity, as was announced at the birth of its 
divine Author, was to promote © peace on earth, and diffuſe 
c good-will among men. Its tendency then is, in the higheſt degree, 
conducive to the intereſt of individuals, and the welfare of ſociety. That 
the bleſſings it embrades might be promiſcuouſly offered, and individually 
applied, miniſters were commiſſioned to declare its truths, illuſtrate its 
doctrines, and enforce its precepts. To give efficacy to their commiſſion, 
and ſucceſs to their preaching, it was neceſſary that their conduct ſhould 


be not only irreproachable with regard to their morals, but engaging 


with reſpect to their virtues: The apoſtle therefore, that the Goſpel 


might MIR in its frei. e ee in its reception, and 
. Ad 235 irreſiſtible 


wy 0 . 
irreſiſtible i in its aſcendancy, enjoins © his own ſon in the faith to take 
_ «- heed unto” himſelf, and unto his doctrine;“ to Be earefuF that the 
Religion which he has embraced might purify his heart; and that the 
doctrine which he preaches ſhould be the unadulterated word of God. 
For in vain would he recommend Chriſtianity----however cogent might 
be his reaſoning, inſinuating his addreſs, and perſuaſive his eloquence--- 


to other men, if its features were not banbes, ere in his own. 
perſonal chang rr 


„ | It will not, I hope, be inferred that I * the preſumption: 
| do diRtate to the learned auditory I am addreffing : I'feel the reſpect 
| which is individually due, more eſpecially on a ſubject with which every 
one is ſo well acquainted ; yet although ye know beforehand every, part 
of your miniſterial vocation, and are. © eſtabliſhed i in the truth; it may 
not however be an uſeleſs employment of our time to bring to your 


remembrance, and to my own, thoſe duties which may: \ Excite our vigi- 
x and quicken our aſſiduity... 


«© Take heed unto thyſelf and unto thy line" ; continue in 4 5 


« for in PS this thou ſhalt both. 9 thyſelf, and ern. that. ** 
ec the. me? 7-24 


11 ſhall not a | theſs a \ diſfuaſive FO be vices, ou St 
flagitious enormities, becauſe ſuch conduct is not only repugnant to the 
genius, but incompatible with the very profeſſion, of Chriſtianity. ' I 


ſhall rather conſider them as PI Y ow: the en e of *c our Sa-* - 
viour, 0 let your light ſhine before men.“ 


be * 10 % * 1 1 F 
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2 je we appointed to diſſeminate the truths; 1 ee hd pre- 
cepts, of the Goſpel? To convince the world that we are in earneſt in- 
the undertaking, our. own families are to be the ſeveral. theatres of the 
pleaſing, repreſentation. By the. deyout obſervance of the Sabbath, by 


the 
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the 3 ice of domeſtic worſhip, by the frequent receiving: of. 


the ſacrament, our whole houſehold is to be confirmed in the belief of 
the Goſpel,” and habituated to the obſervance of its Precepts. For to 
no purpoſe. ſhall we publicly exhort any of our congregation: to the 


performance, - or privately expoſtulate with them for the neglect, of 
theſe duties, if they can reproach us with ſuffering the. ſame. neglect to 


pervade our own families. We are inſtruments in the hands of God, 
choſen and deſtined by himſelf, to extend his kingdom, and fulfil his 


will. But it is not probable that the efficacy of the Goſpel will, through 


our agency, be tranſcendent, or its influence extenſive,” if we onr- 


| ſelves, or thoſe with whom we live, plead exemption from its indiſpen- 


fable obligations. It will naturally occur to every one, that if Religion be 


ſo: momentous as we repreſent” it, our firſt care will be to impreſs it in 


legible and laſting characters upon thoſe to whom we ſtand in the neareſt 


OY and Ws are as to our authority, as well as controul. 


* 


1191 64521 


But beſides. « enjoining the erence of ſiered n en ö 


al ſphere: of our perſonal authority, the luſtre of religion muſt be 
reſplendent in our whole conduct. Whatever duties we inculcate, 
whatever virtues we recommend, from whatever vices we would diſ- 


1 ala are to po enforced hag the amiableneſs of our own IT: 
i 


5 outrageous (VOTE is rancorous hatred, is PPT refers! ; 


repugnant” to the - evangelical precepts? Yes ſurely. Shall then the 


: miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt diſgrace their high profeſſion by the indulgence 
of ſuch; unchriſtian affections? Is it not the deſign of that Goſpel which 
we preach to eradicate the ſeeds of every paſſion from the human heart, 


which would debaſe it with meanneſt, and corrupt it with impurity ? 


» * * [4 
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FREY 


Are we RENO" by motives of convenience, ſear e 4 or affecta- 
tion of politeneſs, to uſe. deceit, or practiſe infincerity:?. If e 
cannot be repoſed in a miniſter of the Goſpel, if his duplicity be noto- 
rious, if his ſincerity be equivocal, in the eyes of his e whether 
they regard him as a man, as a e a :--/o chop A r 
odious, vnprincipled, n. r e Or 


18 his heart 3 mths Geiogs ear his ts to 

dhe diſtribution of charity? How can he look his N in the face, 
when he tells them in the words of the Apoſtle, that “ the love of 
money ĩs the root of all evil,” and exhorts them 4 not to truſt in un- 
certain riches, whilſt his heart is only occupied in works of avarice, 
and « his thoughts are running after their covetouſneſs?” Whether 
does he ſuppoſe that his flock. will take his advice, or follow: his *. 
| ample Did he believe that acts of charity were neceſſary to tion, 
it might be preſumed, that, poſſeſſed of the power, he would not want 
the. inclination, to practiſe them. A. miniſter of the Goſpel, 1b n. 
idolater of | niches, inſtead: of- being, as every clergymam oughit to be, 
an ornament: to his eder e 1 it. 96 Bm. . Seen 
e Goc, fon thedh. ns et EN IH I. 4 2k &Y 


P 1 he fo bale A by * en which he e as to * 
under tha tyranny of pride, and the controub of inſolence ? How: eart be 
deelare to his hearers that « pride was not made for mant Few can 
he- invite them to take the yoke of Chriſtianity upem tliem, and 
ee een enen and 1 wee ral 


© Pour la palin de l'avarĩce un 18 ne ſe la a qu! a be beat il h. 
porte Ecrite dans ſon langage, dans ſes actions, dans toute fa conduite, & pours 


ainfi dire, ſur Jon front. 
Vide, _Diſcours Synodaux de Maſſillon, Vol. 16. 


60 


though he be diſtinguiſhed by the accidental goods bo private fortune, 
of ecdefiaſtical preferment ; though © his horn be 0 above his 
_ ©fellows;”? if pride be a chief ingredient in his character, is it not a 
demonſtration, that che Goſpel, however “ profitable for inſtruction, 
and powerſul in reproof, has failed in its deſign of meliorating bis 
heart, and regulating his conduct ? The haughtineſs of his demeanour 
repells his people from laying before him their ſeveral wants, from ſoli- 
citing his advice, and e benefit from his ſuperior attainments. 


4 


* Bet oh we delnowlctlge that the vices 1 ie enumerated would he 
Our reproach as miniſters, let us farther conſider that we may become 
offenſive to others, and uneaſy to ourſelves, by living under the domi- 
nion of caprice, of ſullenneſs, of peeviſhnels, or of © tyranny. We may 
become more than offenſive, we may be injurious by encouraging in. 
others, and propagating ourſelves, tales of groundleſs, or venomous 
ſlander. This is a fault into which a ſequeſtered ſituation, and a ſeden- 
tary life ſeem, perhaps imperceptibly, to lead us. But if calumny, or 
tale-bearing, if it be not calumny, be odious in others, in us it is 
doubly reprehenſible. Spots, ſuch as theſe, not merely in the clerical, 
but the moral, character, excite in every beholder, ſenſations of com- 
paſſion, triumphs of ridicule, or emotions of contempt. Spots, ſuch as 
theſe, are obſtacles to the ſucceſs of our miniſtry, and ſhew, by too con- 
vincing evidence, that Chriſtianity has not produced in c arſelves that 
complaceney of diſpoſition, and benignity of temper; which we recom- 
mend as indiſpenſable to others, 'who would not fruſtrate its intention, i 
and defeat its purpoſe, © and fo receive the grace of God in vain.” So 
long as we are under ſuch degrading influence, we fubj cer ourſelves to 
this keen Oe thou that teacheſt another, W thou not thy- 
a * lf 4 | 
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this important duty. 


revenues conferted by the piety, ane the bet 


. 10 1) 


12 Since we fare the pringipab columns of "IR grand; and dopendom 
edifice, the Kingdom f. 


3 ire 18 not ſufficient that there be A. total ab- | 


{ence of vices which ſnock the obſerver, and of meanneſſes which diſguſt 


him; it is equally .neceflary chat there be a Wh nen of. virtues 
and graces, Weh add; n to en 5 


JF; A. th ary. { 3 
A Chriſtian minifter 


ſkimulate him. to high. exertions 3 f he, is ; to b exhibic 3 in 5 1 | own I 0 ON 
amiable virtues which promote the happineſs of mankind. 
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behoves us more particularly to cultivate the ſocial. virtues; ; becauſe,” by 
their influence, happineſs is more widely diffuſed; and above all Qt 
may we be given to hoſpitality! |. By the boſpiralizy, which he « 


21.7 
ST OWE exerciſes 


towards his people, a judicious miniſter effectually condulrs. cho pod of 
his. pariſh, , He becomes acquainted with-the virtues, the. x 
the vices. of. his flock : he obtains their. confidence, an 1 8 


enabled to ſupply their moral wants, and relieve their e 


70 Land 
y.oftcn 


It is therefore to be lamented, that any one {hquld. be ſo confi xed.in 


* ireumſtances, as to be incapable ; or on the other hand, chat he. wld, 


by, his ſuperior eh think Matt dannen from the mai pf 
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are concerned. in the practice of ys is an 1MPORTA 


on the church, were not intended merely ſor the ſupport of indy duals; 
by che rules as well as the cuſtom. of the church, tl o weatried travel 
and the indigent peaſant,, they who WS ere afflicled wet det 
who were overwhelmed, with adverſ Ion Cs | 
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Such doubtleſs in many inſtances was the wiſe and virtuous practice of 

our forefathers before the reformation! when the celibacy of the clergy left 

their minds diſengaged from thoſe worldly cares, which the different, and 

_ doubtleſs a moſt improved condition of eceleſiaſties in later ages unavoid- 

1 ably impoſe upon them. But while nature ineites; while che laws autho- 

3 rie; while the niceſt ſentiments of honour do not forbid us to provide for 

5 1 1 the exerciſe of hoſpitality is bound upon our conſcience 

e relation in which we ſtand to our pariſhioners; by the ſpirit, if 

e letter of the conditions, upon which our revenues were originally 

2 F by the opportunities we have for exploring thoſe ſcenes of miſery 

hich are ſo often to be found in the obſcure and loathſome cottage ; 

"Tor" tening to thoſe fighs which, in the din and buſtle of the ſurrounding 

"world, are faintly or ſeldom heard; for ſoothing thoſe ſorrows Which 
me ob, ug hpitied, : and unſeen, 1 in the deepeſt receſſes of the ſoul. 


4 AF "ML s Dan - 20 we eit 18 


It is the glory of the elt of Rome, amid all its hear error, 
© andallits ſecular pomp, that the eccleſiaſtical orders have been eminently 
uſeful in providing for the wants, and alleviating the neceſſities of the 
poor. And ſhall we, the members of a more pure and reformed church, 
we whe enjoy” the moſt complete protection from the laws, and have 
the power to make greater advances in evangelical knowledge,---ſhall | 
we ſuffer that virtue to languiſh among ourſelves, Which We know to 
have flouriſhed formerly, and even yet to flouriſſi with ſo much vigour, 
Atmone nn . it is gur wut to n in doavine and in puke 2. 
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I it be incumbent on Chriſtians i 15 Ae to 0 one nber 

„ © *« unto good dries; it is unqueſtionably incumbent on us/to/ſhew the 

llllulſtre ok chem in our life and converſation. For when we ſpeak of the 

e amiable ef of virtue, men naturally look up to us to ſee wherein its ex- 
ceellence conſilts, and What there is "Wt it that they ſhould be tavght to 


TY | | 4 deſire 


K 5 


daſire it? Readineſs to ſuecour the diſtreſſed, to comfort the 
afflicted, to raiſe, the fallen; to pity the infirmities, to reconcile the dif- 
ferences of men, theſe are the common conditions. of ſalvation, ſug- 
1 geſted by humanity; and enjoined by revelation, . Theſe are conditions 
| which every, man is bound to fulfil; ſhall a miniſter of God then;elude 
their neceſſity, or neglect their obſervance? To recommend the plea- : 5 
ſures at God's right hand to our flock, and to refuſe to participate them I 
ourſelves 1 is ſo inconſiſtent, ſo ridiculous, that all engagements in our 
profeſſion. would become, liable to the imputation of n n 
ee our zeal to the Farr of Waste AM , e 
On a ſubject 10 momentous, let us cautiouſly guard 3 miltakes. 
When the Apoſtle directs Timothy to take heed unto himſelf, he, ſurely 
means that susTANT IA virtues adorn the life of his convert. Whilſt 
from his mind are eradicated all the weeds of folly, and the thorns of. 
vice, there is to be implanted in their ſtead. an abundance of gad ſred. 
Not the appearance of ſevere virtue, not the. ſemblance of exalted holi- 
neſs is che ornament, of a miniſter of the Goſpel. . Not the withdrawing. 
from innocent amuſements, not the denouncing damnation againſt guilt- 
enn plesdyres.i is, in the Apoſtles ſenſe; to take heed unto ourſelves. 
No l. Chriſtianity has nothing in it moroſe or auſtere, forbidding or un- 
| leial. It deprecates ſpiritual pride, and the indiſcriminate- condem- 
nation of others, which we too oſten find to be ſuhſtitutes for 
humility of mind, and candour of ſpirit: . It demands of all its pro- 
feſſors, and of us who teacli ir in particular, that not only no evil thing 
be with juſtice / ſaid ofſus, but alfa that we be: both g. nn blind 
1 eurhnoulodgy ante the: onde e "2 20% eee 
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Strangers to. Met Gags ich we would fade. * fitine it 
| unlivesthe virtues we inculcate, e are nexttotake heed unto. our ate. 
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N We diſtribute; in our ſeveral churches the food of life. N ow our. 
congregations are generally compoſed of men of different capacities, ir- 
reconeilable opinions, diſcordant taſtes, and unreaſonable wants; ſo that 
to pleaſe all is impoſſible, and to edify. many is not eaſy . The faſti- 
diouſnefs which, is fo univerſally” prevalent ; the qualifications of which: 
the mott 1 ignorant ſoppoſes himſelf poſſeſſed to appretiate with accuracy, 
and cenſure with juſtice, the manner and the diſcourſes of the preacher, 
are very ſtubborn obſtacles to our ſucceſs. At the ſame time it muſt be 
acknowledged. that the greateſt care, and zeal, and delicacy are re- 
quired \ on our part in adapting our diſcourſes to the ſeveral underſtand- 
ings, and peculiar exigences of our people. Inſtructive reaſoning, 
however deliberately. READ, is not likely, 1 preſume, to produce the 
effect intended by public preaching; becauſe THE MANNER is not, in 
the fuſb place, ſufficiently intereſting; and becauſe on the diſcrimination 
of abſtract principles, the minds of thoſe © who hold the plow, and who 
« drive 6xen,” cannot be ſuppoſed to be intenſely employed; and if, 
through the diſtraction of their attention, or the prevalence of ſleep, or 
the want of knowledge, they loſe one part, they cannot readily apply the | 
reſt. So that it behoves us to examine in what manner we ſhall beft 
ſucceed in this evangelical work. We are to unite in oy Ts 


What the eloquent biſhop of Clermont ſays on this ſubjekt, would, if duly 
_ conſidered, lead us to excel, not from a bee motive of ae but 
with Ly TRUE vo view to  edification.” SH ECL But; meme (1: 16 | 


r 
Fun denn qui vienment dub; ol Ws en neſt peu au- 
jourd hui qui ne s E rigent en juges et en cenſeurs de la parole ſainte. On y vient 
que pour decider du merite de ceux qui Vannocent, pour faire des ee in- 
Ot Rp pour þ e ſur la difference des inſtructions, &c. & c. 
A dafl, Serma ne Word of God CY 
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22 gt 7 "our 8850 he faculty of 1 the Jue * 
the art of enchaining the attention, the power of influencing the paſſions 
of our hearers. And indeed if our minds be duly impreſſed with the 
importance and che dignity of the employment; if we conſider the * 
eſtimable value of the ſouls committed to our care, though we may not 
be able to write with the en of the eloquent, or ſpeak with the tongue 
\ oft the orator, we cannot avoid both writing and ſpeaking, with anima- 
tion and with effect. This is a circumftance, my Reygrend Brethren, 
deſerying our moſt ſerious attention; Whilſt diſcourſes, the moſt lumi- 
nous in methods perſpiouous in age, And. f fold 3 in teaſoning, ne 
READ in our chürehes to very e dee = ad: tories, = 
we perceive cohyentigles|erouded weith people, lificaing i ynweatied 
attention to tedious: harangues, often obſcure by. their Map of arrange. 
ment, unmeaning by their Want of argument, unintelligible by thei: 
total want of common ſenſe. Property, even of no TEA! 
duces at the bar®, addreſſes ſo empaſſioned, 0 arneſt; k 
to intereſt tlie attention, and captivate the imagination of ey 
Queſtions 3 in the ſenate, here the principles of — are donbrful, - 
wlity of which is not ſometimes very apparent, afford fuch 
ule? as to overwhelm the hearers with aſtoniſtiment and 
moe vr and een the reader, th 10ugh- the 
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febleg, Ke the vigour loft, by iber repreſentation. How much more 
powerful then are our motives to Write with ardour,' ald Ip ak with per- 
ſuaſion, ſince on. our diſcourſes depend, not the preservation of ſome pri- | 
vate right to. property or power, not the detecting a political error, or the 
eſtablithing : a political truth, but the comfort of families, the welfare of | 
children, and ultimately, the eternal ſalvation of all committed t to our 
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Pe ooh of to Wielt the ſbriptures from klleir obvious ſenſe in 
ſuppoft fe, WG del HO cb make theft iſpralt; not an uniform 

and cure e latzgügge Fut Well as teaſes ourfelves;* untl che ſect to 
wick "Wee Artachr ent Here wis unhappyrſpirir prevails, the 
miſer b Nechngquefee s that e not TR UT H which we inveſtigate by 
"ſtudj*; and ea argürftent büt out own'prewheeived opinions; the 
11 ae drehe 8 kat mer are trained up not in habits of humi- 
ty and" Pit RE Bor ur hoſE f v1 tharitablenefs and ſuperſtition : thus 
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bs rather with pa n pleaſure. This no dens, it ing chief¹y 
of ton prevailing diſreliſh of religion, and. of everyithing tatnelagsdareligion. 
| To However, it mull at the ſame time be conleſled, chat it is in ſome meaſure 
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were conducted wich an unrelenting fury which diſgraced che cauſe of 
Chriſtianity, and gave riſe to a reproachful appellation, the ſeverity of 
which fell moſt heavily on our facred profeſſion, The extenſion of uſeful 


learning, a and the gradual influence of civilization, have no doubt been fa. 


vourable to the reputation of theology, as ſeparated from the frivolous us con- 
teſts, in which it formerly was engaged, and from the illiberal temper in 


which too many of its profeſſors indulged themſelves : but the weakneſs 


of human nature, and indeed the deceitfulneſs of the human heart, require 
us to be more eſpecially on our guard 7 againſt thoſe temptations, 


which eyen as defenders of a we are ſo caſily beſet. We 


are all of us too apt to confound the ſecret pride of opinion with an 
honeſt love of truth; we yield to our own prejudices at the very mo- 


ment when we are endeavouring to convince the prejudiced; relying on 


the goodneſs of our cauſe, we are not ſufficiently. delicate or ſufficiently 
wary in the choice of means to defend it. But there is no warrant either 


for violence of ſpirit, or aſperity of language in the conduct of nA 
TEA CHER, whoſc 


example. we are to follow while we diſſeminate his 
doctrines. Theſe, I grant, are times when firmneſs, : vigilance, and 
activity are more chan wm wide gon in lere the rruths commit- 
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II. Having a3 . unto ourſelves, — unto our . we are 


þ directed by the Nee to continue in them. The motives to induce us 


thereto are the ſtrongeſt by which the mind of man can be actuated. 
We have ſolemnly declared that -« we were moved by the Holy Ghoſt 


to take upon ourſelves this office and adminiſtration 3% in more fa- 


miliar language, we were impreſſed with the conviction, that we mould 


de more uſeful to ſociety in the ſacred rainiſtry, than in any other ſphere 


of life. Our reſpective pariſhes will confirm the truth of the real, or 


expoſe the fallacy of the pretended, conviction: : for it is, I conceive, 
to 
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adn caſes preſumed, that, ſuch as 2 miniſter is, uch is his pa- 
--riſhz they will addreſs us. in this. conſolatory language, « ye ſhall be 
c named the prieſts of the Lord, men ſhall call you the miniſters of 
2 our God; or, in words ere, awful, - e hat 10 1 
if eee God.“ e wack | vt e 
Hens 20970 fn: 
We are called the Foes of o our W 7 * FANS of our E. 
; 1 ting to us that we are to gather the ſheep that wander from the fold. 
This, God knows, is a part of our duty, the faithful and ſucceſsful 
diſcharge of which demands the concentration, and the exerciſe of that 
charity, which endureth all things; of that humility, which makes us 
& che ſervants of all; of that zeal, which animates us to approve our- 
« ſelves in all things the miniſters of God.” Many there are, it is to be 
feared, in every pariſh, proſeſſing themſelves members of our church, 
| who ittvatiably abſent themſelves from its worſhip, and live, as it were, 
* without God in the world.“ To Ar TEM, at leaſt, to perſuade them 
to join in public worſhip, and to commemorate the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt in che holy facrament, is aſſuredly our duty: & if thou doſt not 
peak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall die 
s in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine hand. Neverthe- 
'« leſs, if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it; if he do not 
* turn from his way, he ſhall die in his ĩniquity; but thou haſt delivered 
thy foul.” A father can he ſee his children periſh before his eyes 
e concern? he is not a father, but a monſter; R ſhepherd can 
he ſee his flock precipitating: themſelves into 2 Pit, without purſuing 
© them; ard at leaſt making them hear his voice? he is not a ſhepherd, bur 
an hireling. If but one ſtray ow oy erer oo SHEPHERD" ceaſe: 
not do kel until he find 1 % Parodies cee n 
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* Ahd ſuch, bleed be Godi are the b 


rater of vety many of the 
il of our church! To your attentive: obſervation} to your zealous 


labours, is the ſtate indebted for the docili ry; the contentment, the re- 
gularity, which prevail among the lower orders of the community. 
The obedience of the citizen, the uprightneſs of the man, the holineſs 


of the chriſtian, are formed by your examples, and by your exertions. 
Long, very long, may it be the di iſtinguiſhing character of the clergy of 
the church of England, to be loyal without E ahn with- 
out bigotry, and er Wer Wed T: i ee UL 


T 1 et ot) , $13? : wy 1.4 The 

IV. I now proceed to the Wee tent, ny caking heed 
unto ourſelves, and unto our Mo wnet we e ſhall ep fave ourſelves and 
chem that hear us. "D643 19 21599000; 95 i agl 1 Lis vt « VI: oo 
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oo all eats, 1 i Let us, my 8 9 -0Y 
call to our reflection that on our conduct, and on our faith, depends che 
Cera ſalvation of the people committed to our care. We ſhall not 
then be tempted by the proſpect of gain to act unfairly, nor by che en- 
: 56jgicnt: of pleaſure to ſin againſt God. We ſhall, not adopt tenets, 
reſting, on the one hand, the future deſtiny of man, on his own righteouſ- 
ness, independent of the gratuitous and covenanted mercy announced. to 
us in the grand ſcheme of redemption, and conveyed to us by its bleſſed 


ways 


: be nor, on the other, ſo attached to what ſome men call the anly 
13 Chriſt crucified, that becauſe we believe and proclaim the 
doctrine of a Mediator, we invalidate all the conditions upon which the 
"ty effects of his mediation can be obtained on any cleat 
2 ageney, or any authentic evidence of ſcriptural truth. We ſhall remember 
that the opinions alluded to are not merely. ſpeculative, fur that their 
L is to nnn nays to . W 70 


principles of moral 
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Af at the Grſt promulgation of the goſpel, the Jews were convinced 
that their religion was ſuperſeded by the introduction of Chriſtianity, and 
that Jefus Chriſt was indeed the Meſſiah, < of whom the prophets did 
. yrrite;” if the Gentiles were perſuaded that they had hitherto wor- 
ſhipped idols, which © had eyes and ' ſaw not, which had ears and 
_ © heard not; and if, in conſequence, they acknowledged Jeſus Chriſt 
to be © the Mediator between God and man, in whom alone there is 

 falvation;” what may be expected from the preaching of the goſpel 
among thoſe who are baptized into the profeſſion, and educated. in the 

belief of it? May it not be expected, that, ſupported by ſuch awful 
ſanctions, its ſpirit would pervade the lives, and regulate the actions of 
men ? Or, is he © who was unjuſt, unjuſt ſtill? and is he who was filthy, 
« filthy ſtill?ꝰ If our people continue ſuch as they were when we firſt 
entered upon our charge, neither advanced in one We nor reclaimed 
from one vice, © have we not laboured in vain, and ſpent our ſtrength 
ce for nought ? and have we not too much re to anticipate the fate 
af the unprofitable ſervant, who, inſtead of trading with his lord's talent, 
laid it up in a napkin? We are in the Lord's vineyard like withered 
trees, which, bearing no fruit themſelves, intercept from the plants 
| aan them the vegetating warmth of the ſun, where their growth is 
| prevented, and their vigour deſtroyed. That we may be enabled to 
give a joyful account © of the miniſtry we have received, let us en- 
quire whether we have conſcientiouſly diſcharged the duty we have un- 
dertaken? Is the Lord's day in our ſeveral pariſhes more religiouſly 
e dpi Is the PEER ek of God more regularly . 0 


+ Does 
: : 2 1 3. . * 5 e & CY * ** 1 #4 T: "i Jo. Wy. n 5 7 1 0 * * . : 
ine inn e R 


4 14 4 0 y a 1 % 7 * 8 n 9 * 
6 A- it g 'S: IL 5 = 3 F 0 x K 1 ö 8 I'S t 18 1 > 
i 79 ö 


C Were a Pech LES to be read or preached, or a ndchotliht lecture de- 
- deliyered, on the | oa, afternoons i in $4154 church, where there i double duty, 
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(Cass) 


Weseke communion produce inereaſing con „ 
« adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things?“ 
Such are che teſts by which we may prove the your of our miniſtry Pet 


$17 2509 C D 501 % owns 
Can we hes, my Reverend Bfrethren, Want to our oyn hearts; thy: 
our flock, to the whole world, that we have not ſhunned to declare 
* all the counſel of God? Let us in imagination anticipate that day, 
« when Jeſus Chriſt ſhall judge the quick and dead; when we ſhall 
meet the multitudes over whoſe ſalvation we have watched, or ought 
to have watched, * as they that muſt give acoount. Let us oſten bring 
to our reflec ion, that there is no ſituation upon earth ſo truly preg 
ſcandalouſly contemptible, as that of a miniſter of the Goſpel | 
been all his life-long officially teaching its precepts; without any folkd 
proofs of amendment among his people. However dignified may be 
ſuch a preacher by his honors, however he may abound in wealth, yet 
muſt he be a prey to the moſt poignant and mortifying reflections. The 
Goſpel, which is “ like a two-edged ſword, dividing aſunder the ſoul. 
and ſpirit,” has been, in his application of it, uſeleſs. Everytime he 


Does 322 


whoſe live 


„ 


caſts his eyes over his pariſh, inſtead of feeling a ſatisfaction, not unlike 


that of his Creator, that * all that he has done in it is good ; his con- 
ſolation is only chat of a dying ſinner; a ſituation which he has ſo often 
deſeribed and We eee benen 2 An be eek 


BY 


la am . that we ould: not have EP 2 ab rig to lament the 2 3H | 
tion of the ſabbath. Where there is no ſermon or lefture, many ſervants, &c. who 
are prevented attending divine worſhip in the mornings, live without any religious . 
inſtrucfion whatever, except the public ſervice of the church, which very few, it 
is to be feared, underſtand ; and not many frequent. Where diſcourſes are re- 
gularly delivered in the afternoon, the congregations are, I believe, con- 
$1DERABLY GUFATES: in general, in the afternoons than 1 in n the mornings. 


En) 
hope in the mercy of that God, whoſe name is profaned by the mockery 
of preaching, when it does not © bring forth the fruit of good living? 


On the contrary, what bright beams of joy break upon his ſoul, when 
by his labours, originating in principle, and directed by judgment, 


many have been turned to righteouſneſs * The decays of age, the at- 

tacks of ſickneſꝭ, the anguiſh of pain are borne with tranquillity and re- 

ſignation, if we have ſtriven by our conduct, as well as our doctrine, to 

adorn the goſpel of our heavenly Maſter. 1 
A 


He that with carneſtneſs and effect has enlightened the ignorant, and 
confirmed the wavering; he that has placed the ſoundneſs of his faith be- 
yond the reach of ſuſpicion by the exemplary goodneſs of his works; he 
that has inculcated upon the underſtanding and the conſcience of others 
the certainty of diſſolution, and the awful conſequences of judgment, 


ſuch a teacher, and ſuch a teacher only, will live without Ne 
and die without 2 


7 | hs health and fickneſs, FERRY 1 1 evil and good report,” his a 
will be ſupported by the triumphant conſciouſneſs of having filled up 
the meaſure of duty preſcribed by the Apoſtle; of having ſaved him- 
ſelf by unſhaken perſeverance in well-doing ; and of having endeavoured. 
to ſave thoſe who hear him by exhibiting truth and virtue in their native 
colours, and extending their falutary influence over all the temporal and 
over all the ſpiritual intereſts of thoſe for the ſake of whom Chriſt has 


lived and died. Now to God' the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Ghoſt, & c. 
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